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To:

Megan Jendrick, Parks, Recreation & Aquatics Director

From:

Steve Duh, Conservation Technix, Inc.

Date:

June 18, 2021

Re:

Fife Parks, Recreation, Aquatics & Open Space Plan
Community Survey Summary Results

Conservation Technix is pleased to present the results of a survey of the general population of the City
of Fife that assesses residents’ recreational needs and priorities.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY
In close collaboration with City staff, Conservation Technix developed the 21‐question survey that was
estimated to take approximately eight minutes to complete. The survey was designed in English and
Spanish.
The online survey was posted to the City’s website on April 30, 2021. Information about the survey was
provided on the city’s website home page and on the PROS Plan project page. It was promoted via
multiple city Facebook posts, email blasts and an announcement in the city’s May newsletter. The
survey was closed on June 13th, and preliminary data were compiled and reviewed. In all, 449 responses
were completed from the online‐only survey. As an online‐only open to the general public, respondents
were not necessarily representative of all City residents, see age demographics below.
Survey Respondents
Age group
Under 20

Fife Population

Online‐only
<1%

Full
28%

Over 20
‐‐

20‐34

16.2%

29%

41%

35‐44

45.4%

14%

20%

45‐54

18.8%

10%

14%

55‐64

10.7%

11%

15%

65 to 74

6.3%

6%

8%

75 and older

1.8%

2%

3%

Total

100%

100%

100%

This report includes findings on general community opinions. Since the survey was open to the general
public and respondents were not selected through statistical sampling methods, the results are not
necessarily representative of all City residents. Each section also notes key differences between different
demographic groups and among responses to the online‐only survey, where applicable.
Percentages in the report may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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KEY FINDINGS
Fife residents strongly value their parks
and recreation facilities.

83.0%

Nearly all respondents (97%) think parks
and recreation are important to quality of
life in Fife.
0%

20%

40%

13.8%

60%

80%

100%

Essential to the quality of life here

Important, but not really essential

Useful, but not necessary

Not important

Don’t know

Residents visit parks frequently.
Nearly 83% of respondents visit parks or recreation facilities at least once a month. The most popular
activities are walking or running (63%), followed by swimming or aquatic center (54%) and playgrounds
(53%). The other popular activities include community events, dog walking, relaxation and fitness.

Residents have an interest in a variety of recreation program types.
When it comes to recreational programs and activities, respondents expressed a greater interest
community events (55%) and for youth or teen programs and activities over those geared toward adults.
Of the top eight recreation program types with more than six in ten respondents that were very or
somewhat interested, five of the eight programs are for youth and teen participants.

Residents would like to see improvements made to the parks & recreation system.
A majority of survey respondents think that Fife does not have enough walking and biking trails (59%).
Respondents were somewhat split on the adequacy of developed parks with playgrounds, recreation
programs, aquatic programs and sport fields and courts, with pluralities feeling there are not enough of
each.
The survey asked a question regarding support for adding certain park and recreation amenities to Fife’s
park system. Of the specific list of amenities provided, two‐thirds of respondents indicated support for
an outdoor splash pad or water spray park (67%), additional walking trails (64%) and outdoor pool with
a lazy river (64%).
Also, respondents were asked to rank a list of five potential park and recreation investments.
Respondents ranked as their top three priorities: building an outdoor, covered pool and aquatic park
(1st), installing a splash pad (2nd), and renovating or expanding the community center (3rd). Responses
also indicated a moderate willingness to pay for these improvements.
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FULL RESULTS
How much do residents value parks and recreation?
Virtually all respondents (97%) feel that local
parks, recreation options and open space
opportunities are important or essential to the
quality of life in Fife. More than eight in ten
respondents feel that they are essential; while
an additional 14% believe that they are
important to quality of life, but not essential.
Less than 2% of respondents believe parks are
“Useful, but not important”.

1. When you think about what contributes to the quality of life in Fife, would
you say that public parks and recreation opportunities are…

Response options
Essential to the quality of life here
Important, but not really necessary

Responses
83%
97%
14%

Useful, but not important

1.7%

Not important or don’t know

1.4%

Though respondents of all subgroups value parks and recreation, those living between I‐5 and railroad track (area B)
were slightly more likely to deem them as essential to quality of life, as compared to other subgroups. No significant
differences were noted in responses between respondents of other subgroups.

How often do residents use Fife’s recreation facilities, parks, and natural areas?
Respondents were asked how often they, or members of their household, visited a Fife park, recreation facility, or
natural areas. Respondents tend to visit frequently, with more than half (53%) of respondents visiting at least once a
week and another 20% visiting two or more times per month. Only 13% of respondents visit just a few times per year.
Very few (3%) did not visit a park last year.
3. Prior to the COVID‐19 pandemic, how often did you visit or use Fife parks, recreation facilities or natural areas?
40%

37.3%

35%
30%
25%
19.8%

20%
15.5%

12.8%

15%
9.6%

10%

2.9%

5%

2.0%

0%
Everyday

At least once a Two or more About once a
week
times a month
month

A few times
Do not visit
over the year facilities / parks
/ open spaces

Don't know

As compared to other age groups, respondents with two or more children and those living between I‐5 and railroad
track (area B) are the most frequent users of Fife’s recreation facilities and parks; with more than 60% responding that
they visit at least once per week. Respondents of households with children also visit slightly more frequently than those
without children, with participation increasing in correspondence with the number of children in the home.
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Are residents satisfied with the number and variety of park and recreation options?
Slight majorities of respondents feel that there are enough or more than enough of community events (57%), developed
parks with playgrounds (52%), and picnic areas and shelters (50%). Fewer respondents feel there are enough recreation
programs, aquatic programs and sport fields and courts – suggesting some latent demand for facilities of these types.
These amenities, along with walking and biking trails, had the strongest responses that ‘not enough’ are being provided.
2. When it comes to meeting the needs for parks, trails and recreation facilities, would you say there are …

Walking / biking trails

30.5%

58.7%

Sport fields & sport courts

41.7%

Recreation programs (camps & classes)

40.4%

Developed parks with playgrounds

40.4%

Aquatic programs (swim lessons, lap & family swims)

40.3%

40.0%

Picnic areas & shelters

37.8%

47.1%

Community events (such as the Fall Harvest Festival)

Not enough

39.7%
32.8%

20%

About the right number

6.7%
1.7%

47.4%

4.9%
4.6%
3.2%

54.5%

32.2%
0%

2.3%

40%

60%

More than enough

2.3%
80%

100%

Don't Know

Younger respondents (those between 20 and 44 years of age), those living south of the railroad (area C) and those with
three or more children in their household are more likely than other subgroups to think there are not enough recreation
programs or aquatic programs. Also, respondents with children are more likely to think there are not enough sport fields
and sport courts. A larger cross section of subgroups feel that there are not enough walking and biking trails. This
includes respondents younger than 45 years and between 55 and 74 years of age, those who live north of I‐5 (area A),
and those south of the railroad (area C). Respondents who live outside the City of Fife had the strongest response that
there are not enough aquatic programs.
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How would residents rate the condition of parks and facilities?
Respondents were asked to rate the condition of city parks and facilities. Majorities of respondents rated three sites as
either excellent or good: Brookville Gardens Community Park (64%), Fife Aquatic Center (62%) and Dacca Community
Park (62%), with a substantially stronger rating for Brookville Gardens. Fewer than one in ten respondents rated the
other sites listed as ‘excellent’, and approximately four in ten rated four sites as either excellent or good: 5 Acre Park,
Wedge Park, Fountain Memorial Park and Colburn Park. Hylebos Nature Area and the Community Center were rated in
lower condition, with nearly equal ratings of excellent/good and fair/poor.

Brookville Gardens Community Park

39.9%

Fife Aquatic Center

23.5%

19.5%

Dacca Community Park

42.9%

15.0%

8.6%

Fountain Memorial Park

8.6%

Colburn Park (next to Aquatic Center)

5.8%

Wedge Park

Fife Community Center

5.8%

9.8%

Hylebos Nature Area

4.6%

5 Acre Park

18.7%

17.5%

31.4%

17.5%

34.8%

Excellent

3.7%

2.2%
2.5%

22.8%
23.8%

22.3%

1.2%

10.5% 2.5%

37.5%

22.6%

0.3%

13.1%

46.8%
32.3%

0%

5.3%

4. How would you rate the condition of each of the following parks or recreation facilities?

4.9%

6.7%

12.5% 11.3%

20%

Good

40%

Fair

60%

Poor

80%

100%

Not Sure / No Opinion

In general, younger respondents (those between 20 and 44 years of age), those living south of the railroad and those
with three or more children in the household were more likely than others to indicate that the Community Center is in
fair or poor condition. Respondents between 20 and 44 years of age and with children in the household were also more
likely to rate the condition of Wedge Park and Colburn Park more poorly. Respondents over 55 years of age were more
favorable than other groups of the condition of Dacca Park. Those living north of I‐5 and without children in the
household rated more poorly the condition of Hylebos Nature Area.

Why do residents visit parks?
Respondents visit local parks and recreation facilities for a variety of reasons. The most popular activities are walking or
running (63%), followed by swimming or aquatic center (54%) and playgrounds (53%). More than three in ten
respondents visited for community events and concerts (34%), dog walking (34%), relaxation (32%) or fitness (32%).
Fewer than 20% of respondents visit to use outdoor sport courts, participate in a program, class or camp or for wildlife
viewing. Write‐in responses captured as ‘other’ included activities such as senior lunches, photography and
skateboarding.
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5. Prior to the COVID‐19 pandemic, what would you say are the main reasons your household visited Fife parks, recreation facilities or
open spaces in the past year?
Walking or running

63.0%

Swimming / aquatic center

53.7%

Playgrounds

52.5%

Community events / concerts

34.3%

Dog walking

34.0%

Relaxation

31.8%

Fitness

31.5%

Sport fields

28.7%

Bike riding

26.9%

Family gatherings / picnics

26.2%

Wildlife viewing

19.8%

Outdoor sport courts

14.2%

Recreation program, class or camp

14.2%

Other

3.1%

N/A – I didn’t use any Fife facilities

1.2%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Respondents between 20 and 34 were more likely than other groups to visit for playgrounds and sports fields. Some
activities, including family gatherings, walking or running, walking dogs, and relaxation were similarly popular with all
age groups. Respondents with children in their home were more likely to visit for playgrounds, sport fields and courts,
programs and classes, and aquatics than respondents without children. Respondents without children at home were
more likely to visit for dog walking and wildlife viewing. Non‐resident respondents were more likely to visit for
swimming and aquatic center.
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Why don’t residents visit more often?
Park and recreation facilities
When asked why they do not visit Fife parks and
recreation facilities more often, many respondents
responded that they do visit (42%). However,
approximately one in six respondents responded
that they do not visit more often because of not
feeling safe in the park or open space (16%).
Respondents frequently selected reasons that the
City may be able to address, including limited
restrooms (13%), lack of information (12%),
crowding (9%), limited parking (8%), poor
maintenance (8%). In addition, multiple
respondents wrote responses citing homelessness,
classes and programs being full, or a lack of desired
amenities in their response.

6. Please CHECK ALL the reasons why your household does not use Fife
recreation facilities, parks or natural areas more often.

Reason

Online

N/A ‐ Does not apply to me; we use them often
Do not feel safe in park or open space
Other
Not enough restrooms
I do not know what is offered
Use facilities, parks, or open spaces provided by
another city, organization, or private club
Too crowded
Are not well maintained
Not enough parking
Do not have the right equipment
Age or physical limitations
Too busy to go to parks or open spaces
Not interested in park or recreation activities
Barriers related to physical accessibility

41.5%
15.6%
15.6%
12.8%
12.1%
11.4%

Some respondents use parks or facilities provided
by other cities or organizations (11%) or are too
busy (5%) suggesting that further improvements would not increase their use of parks.

8.7%
8.3%
8.3%
6.2%
5.5%
5.2%
3.1%
2.1%

Respondents over 65 were the most likely to cite age or physical limitations, not feeling safe in parks and not knowing
what is offered. Respondents between 20 and 34 were more likely than other groups to cite crowding as a reason they
do not visit more often. Respondents living north of I‐5 (area A) were more likely to cite poor maintenance and not
feeling safe. Respondents living between I‐5 and the railroad tracks (area B) were more likely to cite the lack of
restrooms. Write‐in comments captured in “Other” included limited hours and not being open enough, homelessness,
and not being able to walk to parks or cross the train tracks.
A second question asked for examples from respondents about limitations to their usage. Nearly eighty comments were
collected, and the following highlights more common responses. A complete list of comments is provided in the
appendix.


Limited trail connectivity, including interest in safe access over the railroad tracks along 54th Avenue East and
improved connections to Brookville Gardens



Safety concerns, especially regarding homelessness and obstructed or difficult sight lines into the parks.



Hylebos Nature Park has nice trees, but the site is deteriorated, is hard to find and lacks signage.



Aquatic programs are full, and COVID‐related schedule changes have limited use of the Aquatic Center.



Limited park convenience amenities, including interest in additional restrooms, benches and trash receptacles.

What park and recreation amenity improvements do residents support?
The survey asked a question regarding support for adding certain park and recreation amenities to Fife’s park system. Of
the specific list of amenities provided, two‐thirds of respondents indicated support for an outdoor splash pad or water
spray park (67%), additional walking trails (64%) and outdoor pool with a lazy river (64%). Fewer than one in four
respondents were very supportive of additional basketball courts, disc golf, pickleball, skate park and BMX/pump track.
Also, a majority of respondents noted they are either very supportive or somewhat supportive of every amenity listed.
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Younger respondents, especially those between 20 and 44 and with children in the household, expressed more support
for an outdoor pool with lazy river, playgrounds, disc golf and outdoor splash pads than respondents over 45 years of
age. Respondents without children under 18 indicated a slightly greater support for additional walking trails.
Respondents living north of I‐5 were more supportive of additional playgrounds, and those living between I‐5 and the
railroad tracks were more supportive of trail biking routes. Non‐resident respondents indicated greater support for an
outdoor pool and additional sport fields for baseball and softball.

20.4%

66.8%

3.5%

Outdoor splash pad / water spray park

7.3%

10. The following list includes park amenities that the City of Fife could consider adding to the park system. Please indicate
whether you would be very supportive, somewhat supportive, not sure, or not supportive of each.

64.0%

27.3%

Outdoor pool with lazy river

63.5%

12.5% 17.7%
31.1%

55.1%

Additional playgrounds

42.0%

45.5%

Off‐leash dog areas (dog parks)

31.0%

39.4%

Additional picnic areas & shelters for group…

7.0%

Trail biking routes & connections

5.7%

Additional walking trails

17.1%

48.6%

34.7%

10.4%

Additional sport fields for soccer, football &…

28.8%

Additional sport fields for baseball / softball

28.1%

34.7%

22.5%

Tennis courts

26.7%

37.5%

21.1%

Additional basketball courts

24.5%

41.6%

18.2%

Disc golf course

22.4%

Pickleball courts

22.4%

Skate park

21.0%

BMX / Pump track

18.8%
0%

Very Supportive

20.7%

36.1%

24.5%

37.1%

27.6%

32.2%

25.5%

39.2%

31.7%

31.7%
20%

40%

Somewhat Supportive

60%

Not Supportive

80%

100%

Not Sure

What recreation and park investments would residents prioritize?
Respondents were asked to rank a list of five potential park and recreation investments. Respondents ranked as their
top three priorities: building an outdoor, covered pool and aquatic park (1st), installing a splash pad (2nd), and renovating
or expanding the community center (3rd). Respondents ranked installing all‐weather turf baseball fields and providing a
larger off‐leash dog park as their lowest priorities from those provided in the list.
Overall, respondents with children under 18 in the household ranked each of the listed items as a higher priority than
those without children, except for renovating or expanding the community center. Respondents between 35 and 54
more strongly favored building an outdoor, covered pool. Non‐resident respondents more strongly favored all‐weather
turf baseball fields than Fife residents.
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11. For the following list, indicate how you would rank the priority for each (1st priority is highest and 5th priority
is lowest). Reorder the list by dragging each line into your preferred order of preference.

Build outdoor, covered pool & aquatic park

31.3%

Install a splash pad

28.0%
15.1%

4.6%

Renovate / expand Community Center

13.7%

16.9%

12.2%
0%

16.7%

19.4%

40%

2nd

33.5%
28.9%

29.2%

20%

1st

25.0%

21.8%

17.0%

16.3% 10.3%

17.4%

28.0%

Install all‐weather turf baseball fields

Provide a larger off‐leash dog park

15.3% 10.8% 10.4%

32.3%

34.7%

60%

3rd

11.3%

80%

4th

100%

5th

What recreation options do residents have an interest in?
When it comes to recreational programs and activities, respondents expressed a greater interest community events
(55%) and for youth or teen programs and activities over those geared toward adults. Of the top eight recreation
program types with more than six in ten respondents that were very or somewhat interested, five of the eight programs
are for youth and teen participants. These include outdoor adventure summer camps (74%), youth sports (71%), youth
activities (74%), afterschool and summer day camps (67%) and teen activities (61%). Additionally, 83% of respondents
were very or somewhat interested in swimming and water safety classes.
Respondents under 35 years of age were slightly more interested in lifeguarding classes, youth activities such as music,
fitness and art, and outdoor adventure summer camps. Overall, respondents with children were slightly more interested
in all of the program types listed, except for community events, adult programs and programs for adults 55 and over.
Respondents over 55 and those without children in the household were more interested in adult programs and
programs for adults 55 and over. No significant differences existed between the different areas of the city.
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12. The City is planning for the future and may explore adding or expanding recreation programs and activities. Please indicate if
your household has an interest in each the programs or activities below.

Community events (such as the Fall Harvest Festival)

54.6%

Swimming & water safety, such as lessons or fitness

49.1%

Outdoor adventure summer camps, including archery,
orienteering or environmental

42.4%

Youth sports programs and camps during school breaks

41.1%

Adult classes, such as fitness, aerobics or wellness

37.3%

Youth activities, such as fitness, music, arts or crafts

36.8%

After‐school programs or summer day camps for
children
Teen activities, such as game nights, trips or camps
during school breaks

Adult sports leagues, such as soccer, ultimate frisbee or
softball
Programs for adults 55 and over, such as drop‐in
activities, trips or health

31.8%

12.1%

18.4%

29.8%

22.1%

39.7%

19.9%

36.8%

17.2%

33.0%

26.0%

30.5%

30.9%

27.7%

27.9%

33.8%

30.0%

22.0%

30.7%

21.8%
14.0%

0%

Somewhat Interested

40.4%

23.5%

39.3%

30.4%

45.8%

E‐sports leagues 3.8% 20.6%

Very Interested

7.4%

33.9%

34.0%

Adult classes, such as arts, crafts or music

Lifeguarding classes

32.7%

52.6%

20%

40%

60%

Not At All Interested

80%

100%

Don’t know

An open‐ended question asked what other recreation programs or activities the City should consider. Fifty respondents
provided feedback, and the following highlights more common responses. A complete list of comments is provided in
the appendix.


Additional concerts and movies in parks



Celebrate the city’s diversity and culture



Additional classes, such as cooking, photography, quilting and ‘mommy and me’ activities



Enhanced promotions of existing parks and recreation activities
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Why don’t residents use recreation programs more often?
Recreation programs
When asked why they do not visit Fife recreation
programs more often, more than a third of
respondents responded that they do use recreation
programs (38%). The main reason respondents
don’t use recreation programs more often is lack of
awareness (19%).
Several of the selected reasons that respondents
noted include those that the City may be able to
address, including programs being held at
inconvenient times (15%), not having programs of
interest (12%) and programs and classes that are
full (10%).

8. If you do not participate in recreation or sports programs offered by
Fife, what are your reasons?

Reason

Online

N/A ‐ Does not apply; we use City programs
Not aware of programs
Held at inconvenient times
Age or physical limitations
Don't have activities I'm interested in
Classes or programs are full
Community center is too small or outdated
Too expensive
Too busy; no time
Do not want to participate / Not interested
Need childcare in order to participate
Other
Team sport leagues are too small or are often cancelled
Poor quality of programs
Lack of transportation
Held at inconvenient locations

37.7%
18.5%
15.1%
12.0%
11.3%
9.9%
9.2%
8.9%
8.6%
6.8%
5.8%
5.5%
4.8%
3.1%
1.7%
1.0%

Approximately one in ten noted that the
community center is too small or outdated (9%).
While the capacity of the community center might
relate to classes filling up fast, very few
respondents felts that program quality was poor or
programs were held at inconvenient locations. Fewer than one in ten said that programs were too expensive (9%).

Respondents between 45 and 64 and those without children were more likely to cite the community center being too
small or outdated and not having activities of interest. Respondents between 35 and 44, those with two or more
children and those living south of the railroad tracks were more likely to city classes and programs being full as a reason
for not participating in programs more often. Respondents between 65 and 74 were the most likely to cite age or
physical limitations.
A second question asked for examples from respondents about limitations to their usage. Over 30 comments were
collected, and the following highlights more common responses. A complete list of comments is provided in the
appendix.


Update or improve the Community Center



Offer childcare options, especially during summer programming



Aquatic programs fill too fast, and the pricing has increased in recent years



Provide more afternoon and evening classes

Which special events do residents prioritize?
The City of Fife offers or supports a variety of community special events each year. When asked which of these events
they felt the City should prioritize, respondents strongly supported the Harvest Festival (65% as a high priority). Other
priority events included Music in the Park, Movie in the Park and the City Hall Tree Lighting. Respondents listed the
Sweetheart Dance, Teen H2O Egg Hunt and Easter Drive‐Thru as lower priorities.
Respondents under 45 years of age and those with children under 18 in the household identified as a higher priority
youth‐oriented events, such as the Sweetheart Dance and Teen Flashlight Egg Hunt. Respondents living between I‐5 and
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the railroad tracks generally ranked all of the events as a higher priority than those living in other areas. Certain events,
such as Music in the Park, Movies in the Park and the Harvest Festival were noted as priorities among all subgroups.
14. The City of Fife offers or supports many community events throughout the year that are free to the public but utilize city staff
resources and funding. Below is a list of Fife community events that are currently offered. For each event, indicate whether you
think it is a High Priority, a Medium Priority, a Low Priority, or Not a Priority for your household.

Harvest Festival

22.5%

65.1%

Music in the Park

31.3%

56.5%

Movie in the Park

53.6%

City Hall Tree Lighting

51.3%

Halloween Carnival

31.3%

National Night Out

39.9%

35.5%

Bubbles and Popsicles in the Park

28.8%

Holiday Drive‐Thru

25.5%

Breakfast with Santa

24.4%

Teen Flashlight Egg Hunt

21.1%

Harvest Festival in a Bag

18.8%

14.1% 10.5%

40.9%

23.3%

Teen H20 Egg Hunt

14.6%

27.4%

Easter Drive‐Thru

13.6%

31.6%
28.1%
29.0%

26.1%
20%

40%

Medium Priority

15.7%

14.6%
19.7%
17.8%

25.1%

30.3%

30.6%
22.2%

12.4%

24.7%

33.1%
30.5%

21.2%

29.9%

24.8%

16.0%

High Priority

12.9% 14.4%

36.9%

Sweetheart Dance

0%

13.8% 12.0%

28.4%

41.4%

9.7%

15.2% 7.6%

26.0%

Easter Egg Hunt

29.6%

8.3%

33.1%

45.8%

Parks Appreciation Day

7.3%

60%

Low Priority

20.3%
30.2%
29.9%
31.3%
80%

100%

Not a Priority

Are residents willing to pay additional taxes or fees to fund improvements to parks and recreation?
Given a choice between raising taxes to develop an amenity in Fife versus not having such a facility in the city, slight
majorities supported more taxes for three of five amenities tested: installing a splash pad (63%), building an outdoor,
covered pool and aquatic park (58%) and expanding or building a new community center (52%). A strong majority was
not in favor of using taxes to support installing all‐weather turf sport fields. Respondents over 55 and those without
children in the household were slightly more in favor of taxes to support a community center and a larger off‐leash dog
park. Respondents between 35 and 44 were more in favor of taxes for an outdoor, covered pool, and respondents
between 20 and 44 were more in favor of taxes for a splash pad.
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16. There may be some park and recreation experiences that are limited or not available in Fife but are available in neighboring
communities. If it came down to a choice between increasing taxes to develop that facility in Fife versus not having that in Fife,
which would you choose?
Install a splash pad / spray park

63.4%

Build outdoor, covered pool & aquatic park

36.6%

57.8%

Community center (expand existing / build new )

42.2%

52.1%

Provide a larger off‐leash dog park

47.9%

37.2%

Install all‐weather turf baseball fields

62.8%

26.4%
0%

73.6%

20%

40%

Increase Taxes

60%

80%

100%

Not in Fife

Are residents willing to pay additional taxes or fees to fund improvements to parks and recreation?
The survey asked respondents about an approximate additional amount they would be willing to pay to develop and
operate the types of parks and recreation programs most important to their household. Nearly one‐third of respondents
(30%) would be willing to pay $10 or more per month. Another 23% would be willing to pay between $6 and $9 per
month. Approximately 25% would be willing to pay $4 to $5 per month more. In all, over 78% of respondents were
willing to pay at least $4 more per month to support facilities and programs. Respondents with children in the
household were slightly more willing to support additional taxes, and no significant differences existed in the responses
based on respondent age or location.
15. The City of Fife is working to find better ways to give you services, using your tax dollars for the greatest benefit. While no new
property taxes or fees are currently being proposed, the costs to improve and develop parks, trails and recreation amenities may
increase as the community grows and new amenities are added. Knowing this, what is the approximate additional amount you would
be willing to pay to develop and operate the types of parks, trails and recreation facilities that are most important to your household?

8.7% 12.9%

0%

20%

25.0%

40%

11.4% 12.1%

60%

29.9%

80%

100%

$0

Less than $4 per month

$4 ‐ $5 per month

$6 ‐ $7 per month

$8 ‐ $9 per month

$10 or more per month
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How do residents want to hear about Fife’s parks, facilities, programs and events?
The majority of respondents prefer to hear about Fife’s
parks, facilities and programs through the City’s
website (68%) and Facebook (65%). The City
newsletter, direct email, Fife Magazine and community
event signs are also popular sources of information,
preferred by a plurality of respondents. Fewer than
three in ten respondents would like to hear about park
and recreation opportunities through direct mail,
Instagram and flyers at city facilities.
Social media, including Facebook and Twitter, is a
significantly more popular source of information for
respondents under 45 and for families with children.
The city newsletter, city website and community event
signs are preferred at higher rates by older
respondents. There were no significant differences in
communication preferences among those living in
different areas of the city, except that respondents
living south of I‐5 were slightly more in favor of
community event signs.
Write‐in responses included opt‐in text alerts and
direct mail.

17. Please check ALL the ways you would prefer to learn about Fife’s
parks, programs and events.
City website

67.5%

Facebook

64.9%

City newsletter

46.8%

Direct email

46.4%

Fife Magazine

37.0%

Community event signs

36.2%

Instagram

29.8%

City direct mailer

26.8%

Flyers at City facilities

18.5%

Twitter

11.7%

Other

5.3%

None of these

1.9%
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Other Comments
The survey provided respondents with an opportunity to share their ideas and suggestions via open‐ended responses.
Fifty respondents (11%) provided written comments. Common themes from these comments include:


Several respondents expressed support for improvements and upgrades to existing parks and amenities, which
included comments about adding restrooms, repairing playground equipment and adding play equipment for
youth of all ages.



Numerous respondents expressed a desire for enhanced maintenance and cleanliness of Fife parks.
Respondents mentioned concerns about playground maintenance, damaged sprinkler heads and trash.



Some commented that Hylebos Nature Area and nature trail needs improvement and improvements for safety.



Several respondents commented on trail connectivity and the need for safe walking trails. This includes link the
city together north to south, opening 54th Avenue East and improving connections between Radiance, Saddle
Creek, Saddle Creek Loop, and Brooksville Park



Comments included direction for the city to address localized homeless encampments and the diminished sense
of safety at parks and along trails.



Some commented on the scheduling at the Aquatic Center, including remarks about pool time for local swim
teams.



Some respondents voiced interest in a splash pad, a larger dog park and skate park.

A compilation of write‐in comments is on file with the Fife Parks, Recreation & Aquatics Department.
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Demographics
Number of children in household

40%

A super majority (72%) of respondents live in households
with children under 18, while about one in three live in a
household with no children. Households with two or
more children under 18 represent 55% of respondents.

35%

38.0%

30%
25%

27.7%

20%

17.7%

15%

16.6%

10%
5%
0%
0

Age
The largest age group who responded to the survey were
between 35 and 54 (45%), with approximately two‐thirds
of all respondents under the age of 45 years. Respondents
were fairly split between those between 20 and 35 years
of age (16%), between 45 and 54 (19%) and over 55 years
of age (19%). Two respondents were younger than 20
years of age.

1

50%

2

3 or more

45.4%

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%

18.6%

16.4%

15%

10.8%

10%
5%

6.3%
1.9%

0.7%

0%
Younger
than 20

Location of residence

35%

Approximately equal numbers of responses were collected
south of the railroad tracks (30%) and between the
railroad tracks and Interstate 5 (27%). Approximately one‐
quarter (27%) of survey respondents do not live within the
city.

30%

20 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75 and older

30.0%
27.3%

25%

27.3%

20%
15%

15.4%

10%
5%
0%
( A ) North of I‐5

( B ) Between I‐5 and ( C ) South of railroad
railroad track
track

Don’t live in Fife
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