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APPENDIX C. LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Submitted to

US Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

May 2020

April 28, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE:

Support for Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant
application submitted by City of Fife for Port of Tacoma Road Phase II project

Dear Secretary Chao:
We are writing as the three state legislators who represent the City of Fife, in strong support
of the City’s 2020 Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant
application for Phase II of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement
Project (Project).
This Project completes the final phase of a transformational effort by the City of Fife, the
Port of Tacoma, and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WDOT) to
address significant backups at this interchange and to dramatically improve the movement
of freight and goods as well as traffic in general. We have been strong supporters of this
project and helped ensure significant investment in the first phase of it as part of our state’s
“Connecting Washington” transportation package in 2015.
The Phase II project includes road, intersection, and intersection improvements at the I5/Port of Tacoma Road interchange that will greatly enhance a critical connection to the
Port of Tacoma, which combines with the Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway
for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering
solutions that will improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of Fife,
as well as the entire Central Puget Sound region. This ensures that businesses and industry
are unhindered by gridlock and residents have enhanced access to jobs, education
opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
Over the years, our 25th Legislative District delegation and the City of Fife have
successfully partnered on various infrastructure enhancement projects, including the
aforementioned Phase I of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Project. We are
committed to continuing our support for the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition,
benefiting the communities and stakeholders adjacent to this interchange, as well as the
economic growth of the entire region.

Please feel free to reach out to us or our legislative assistants if you have any questions
regarding our support of this necessary project for 2020 BUILD funds.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Hans Zeiger
State Senator, 25th Legislative District

The Honorable Kelly Chambers
State Representative, 25th Legislative District

The Honorable Chris Gildon
State Representative, 25th Legislative District

April 28, 2020

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), I would
like to express our support for the City of Fife’s Better Utilizing Investments to
Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for Phase II work on the Port of
Tacoma Road interchange.
This project will significantly help WSDOT’s operation of the mainline Interstate 5
system at the Port of Tacoma Road by reconfiguring an over-burdened interchange to
a split diamond with a one-way couplet; by constructing a new bridge, and by
converting the existing bridge to one-way southbound traffic. All these improvements
will enhance the flow of freight in and out of the Port of Tacoma that must access I-5
north and south to move cargo containers.
Therefore, based on the conceptual information provided to us to date, WSDOT
supports the City of Fife’s request for the BUILD grant funding provided that these
improvements meet all applicable WSDOT design and construction requirements,
including all applicable American with Disabilities Act requirements, for any work
that occurs within the Interstate 5 right-of-way.
Thank you for the opportunity to express our strong support for this City of Fife
BUILD funding opportunity. We hope you give this project full and fair
consideration.
Sincerely,

Roger Millar, PE, FASCE, FAICP
Secretary of Transportation

April 27, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
The Port of Tacoma is pleased to provide its strong support of the City of Fife’s 2020 Better Utilizing
Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for Phase II of the I-5/Port of Tacoma
Road Interchange Improvement Project (Project). This Project completes the final phase of a
transformational effort by the City of Fife, the Port of Tacoma, and The Washington State Department of
Transportation to address significant backups at this interchange and to dramatically improve the
movement of freight and goods as well as traffic in general.
The Port of Tacoma is an economic engine for Pierce County and Washington state. More than 29,000
jobs are generated by port activity, which also provides $195 million per year in state and local taxes to
support education, roads and police and fire protection for our community. As a partner in The Northwest
Seaport Alliance, the Port of Tacoma is also a major cargo gateway to Asia and Alaska.
From providing right-of-way to funding for earlier stages of the project, the port has long been a supporter
of the city’s efforts to rebuild this crucial interchange.
The Project includes road, intersection, and intersection improvements at the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road
interchange that will greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of Tacoma, which combines with the
Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering solutions that will
improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of Fife, as well as the entire central
Puget Sound region. This ensures that businesses and industry are unhindered by gridlock and residents
have enhanced access to jobs, education opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
Over the years, the Port of Tacoma and the City of Fife have successfully partnered on various
infrastructure enhancement projects, including Phase I of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange
Project. We are committed to continuing our support for the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition,
benefiting the communities and stakeholders adjacent to this interchange, as well as the economic growth
of the entire region.
With that in mind, I urge your support for the WSDOT’s INFRA grant application.
Sincerely,

Eric Johnson
Executive Director

Kelly McGourty
Puget Sound Regional Council
1011 Western Avenue, Suite 500
Seattle, WA 98104

April 3, 2020

RE: City of Fife – Port of Tacoma Road/I-5 Interchange Improvement Project Phase BUILD Grant Application
Dear Ms. McGourty:
On behalf of The Northwest Seaport Alliance (NWSA), we are writing in support of the City of Fife’s Better Utilizing
Investments of Leverage Developments (BUILD) to express our continued support for the City of Fife’s Port of
Tacoma Road/Interstate 5 Interchange project.
The NWSA is a partnership between the ports of Tacoma and Seattle for the management of their marine cargo
operations. Combined, we represent the fourth largest load-center for containerized cargo in North America. The
movement of marine cargo through our facilities supports an estimated 58,400 jobs in Washington State and
generates $136 million in state taxes every year.
Pierce County and the central Puget Sound Region are attracting manufacturing and industrial businesses and
providing family-wage jobs. The City of Fife is undertaking a transportation improvement that will directly impact
the largest economic engine in our region. The Port of Tacoma Commission was proud to have financially
supported Phase 1 of the Port of Tacoma Road/I-5 Interchange and both it and the NWSA will continue to work
with Fife on closing the funding gap for Phase 2.
The I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange is a transformational project that is notable in the following areas:
• Avoids gridlock and benefits the environment – The City of Fife is applying modern traffic engineering
solutions to improve the movement of freight with minimal impact outside of the existing transportation
corridors. Added benefits to reduced gridlock include reduced air emissions and a healthier environment.
• Creates jobs – Freight shippers will gravitate to the path of least resistance and lowest transportation
cost. The Interchange project creates a route that will attract shipping activity at the Port of Tacoma
which, in turn, creates more jobs to meet the shipping demand.
Sustaining a high quality of life and advancing social equity begins with job opportunities that pay familysupporting wages for all our citizens. Significant transportation projects, such as the I-5/ Port of Tacoma Road
Interchange, provide the catalyst for economic development. We applaud the City of Fife for its efforts to
complete the second phase of this important transportation project.
Sincerely,

John McCarthy
2020 Co-Chair of the NWSA
Port of Tacoma Commission President

Peter Steinbrueck
2020 Co-Chair of the NWSA
Port of Seattle Commission President

P.O. Box 2985 | Tacoma, WA 98401-2985 | 800-657-9808
The Northwest Seaport Alliance is a marine-cargo operating partnership of the Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma.
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Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB), I am writing in strong support of the
City of Fife’s 2020 Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant
application for Phase II of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement Project
(Project).
Funding and completion of Phase II will greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of
Tacoma, which combines with the Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for
containerized cargo in our nation.
TIB recognizes the importance of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange and its critical
connection to the Port of Tacoma. Currently, TIB has $7.6M in partnership funds or nearly
twenty percent of the Board’s competitive regional allocation in the first phase of this project.
These funds are paired with $8.2M of previous investments throughout the rest of the corridor.
The BUILD grant will get this critical national, state, regional, and local project to the finish line.
The City of Fife at population 10,000, and limited MPO and state grant funding cannot package
enough funding for the completion of this project.
Please feel free to reach out to me at (360) 790-5472 or email ashleyp@tib.wa.gov if you have
any questions regarding our support of this necessary project for 2020 BUILD funds.
Sincerely,

Ashley Probart
Executive Director

Investing in your local community

TACOMA-PIERCE

COUNT Y

CHAMBER

May 14, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, I am writing in strong support of the City of Fife’s 2020
Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for Phase II of the I-5/Port
of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement Project (Project). This Project completes the final phase of a
transformational effort by the City of Fife, the Port of Tacoma, and The Washington State Department of
Transportation to address significant backups at this interchange and to dramatically improve the movement
of freight and goods as well as traffic in general.
The Project includes road, intersection, and intersection improvements at the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road
interchange that will greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of Tacoma, which combines with the
Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering solutions that will
improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of Fife, as well as the entire Central Puget
Sound region. This ensures that businesses and industry are unhindered by gridlock and residents have
enhanced access to jobs, education opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
Over the years, the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber and the City of Fife have successfully partnered on
various infrastructure enhancement projects, including Phase I of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange
Project. We are committed to continuing our support for the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition,
benefiting the communities and stakeholders adjacent to this interchange, as well as the economic growth of
the entire region.
Please feel free to reach out to me at tomp@tacomachamber.org if you have any questions regarding my
support of this necessary project for 2020 BUILD funds.

Sincerely,

Tom Pierson
President & CEO
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber

950 PACIFIC AVENUE, SUITE 300, TACOMA, WA 98402 • P.O. BOX 1933, TACOMA, WA 98401 • 253.627.2175 • WWW.TACOMACHAMBER.ORG

May 13, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of Fife Milton Edgewood Chamber of Commerce, I am writing in strong support of the City of
Fife’s 2020 Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for Phase II of
the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement Project (Project). This Project completes the final
phase of a transformational effort by the City of Fife, the Port of Tacoma, and The Washington State
Department of Transportation to address significant backups at this interchange and to dramatically
improve the movement of freight and goods as well as traffic in general.
The Project includes road, intersection, and intersection improvements at the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road
interchange that will greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of Tacoma, which combines with
the Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering solutions that will
improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of Fife, as well as the entire Central
Puget Sound region. This ensures that businesses and industry are unhindered by gridlock and residents
have enhanced access to jobs, education opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
Over the years, FME Chamber and the City of Fife have successfully partnered on various infrastructure
enhancement projects, including Phase I of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Project. We are
committed to continuing our support for the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition, benefiting the
communities and stakeholders adjacent to this interchange, as well as the economic growth of the entire
region.
Please feel free to reach out to me at (253) 878-4579 or lorab@fmechamber.org if you have any questions
regarding our support of this necessary project for 2020 BUILD funds.

Sincerely,

Lora Butterfield
President/CEO
Fife Milton Edgewood Chamber of Commerce
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April 27, 2020

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
On behalf of the Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB), I am writing in strong support of
the City of Fife’s 2020 Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application
for Phase II of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement Project (Project). This Project
completes the final phase of a transformational effort by the City of Fife, the Port of Tacoma, and the
Washington State Department of Transportation to address significant backups at this interchange and
to dramatically improve the movement of freight and goods as well as traffic in general.
The Project includes road and intersection improvements at the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road interchange
that will greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of Tacoma, which combines with the Port of
Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering solutions that will
improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of Fife, as well as the entire Central
Puget Sound region. This ensures that businesses and industry are unhindered by gridlock and
residents have enhanced access to jobs, education opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
Over the years, FMSIB and the City of Fife have successfully collaborated on various infrastructure
enhancement projects, including Phase I of the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Project. We are
committed to continuing our support for the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition, benefiting the
communities and stakeholders adjacent to this interchange, as well as the economic growth of the
entire region.
Please feel free to reach out to me at 360.586.9695 if you have any questions regarding FMSIB’s
support of this necessary project for 2020 BUILD funds.
Sincerely,

Dan Gatchet
Chair

April 27, 2020
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
I am writing as President and CEO of the Economic Development Board for TacomaPierce County, conveying our strong support of the City of Fife’s 2020 Better Utilizing
Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant application for Phase II of the I5/Port of Tacoma Road Interchange Improvement Project (Project).
This Project completes the final phase of a transformational effort by the City of Fife, the
Port of Tacoma, and The Washington State Department of Transportation to address
significant backups at this interchange and to dramatically improve the movement of
freight and goods as well as traffic in general. The Project includes road, intersection,
and intersection improvements at the I-5/Port of Tacoma Road interchange that will
greatly enhance a critical connection to the Port of Tacoma, which combines with the
Port of Seattle to form the fourth largest gateway for containerized cargo in our nation.
Additionally, these interchange enhancements include innovative traffic engineering
solutions that will improve the movement of goods and people throughout the City of
Fife, as well as the entire Central Puget Sound region. This ensures that businesses and
industry are unhindered by gridlock and residents have enhanced access to jobs,
education opportunities, and other quality of life amenities.
One of the most exciting things about this project is its creation of short-term
construction jobs and long-term enhanced freight movements that should bring
additional jobs to the Port of Tacoma. We are committed to continuing our support for
the City of Fife to bring this project to fruition, benefiting the communities and
stakeholders near this interchange, as well as the economic growth of the entire region.
Please feel free to reach out to me at (253)284-5890 or bruce@edbtacomapierce.org if
you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Bruce Kendall
President & CEO
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