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Another successful Fife Harvest Festival
The 2019 Fife Harvest Festival was
a success, thanks to generous
sponsors and the hard work of
volunteers and City of Fife employees. Harvest Festival was held
October 5 at Dacca Park.

COUNCIL STUDY
SESSION

6 p.m. Tuesday, October 15

COUNCIL MEETING

7 p.m. Tuesday, October 22

FIFE CITY HALL

5411 23rd St. E., Fife

This year’s turnout was robust
with an estimated 7,000 attendees. All events and activities
hosted by the City of Fife were
free, thanks to support from our
title sponsor, Puget Sound Energy.
Other sponsors included Fife Towing, Columbia Bank, Harborstone
Credit Union, Navy Federal Credit Glitterbug entertained a crowd of children at the 2019
Union, TPU, Black Hills Inc., The
Fife Harvest Festival.
Dutmers Team and Veterans United Home Loans of Puget Sound. Also providing support to the festival was Pro Rider,
VFW Post 11401, Helix Design Group, Oriental Trading Company and the Poodle Dog
Restaurant.
Fife City Council members handed out close to 3,000 ears of roasted corn, at no
charge, to attendees at the Council Corn booth. About 2,000 festival goers also were
treated to a free hot-dog meal.
Since it began in 2005, the Harvest Festival has grown every year in size and activities. This year’s lineup included an apple squeeze by Gregory Combs, an appearance
from Glitterbug, a bubble show, a performance by the Seattle Cossacks Motorcycle
Stunt and Drill Team, and three live bands. Kids activities included squash bowling, a
hay pile and a new tractor maze. Kids also enjoyed free craft activities, face painting,
a petting zoo, balloon art, inflatable toys and more. We hope you had a great time
and we look forward to having you back next year!
Kids enjoyed
fun and free
activities at
the 2019 Fife
Harvest Festival, including
face painting,
pony rides,
squash bowling and a
tractor maze.
The petting zoo was a crowd favorite at the 2019 Fife
Harvest Festival, held every October at Dacca Park.

STAY INFORMED

I-5 RAMP
CLOSURE
Drivers should be aware of a
five-day off-ramp closure in
Fife. The City of Fife will close
the Interstate 5 southbound
off-ramp at I-5 and Port of Tacoma Road at 10 p.m. on Thursday, October 10 to accommodate construction of the new
I-5 southbound off-ramp. The
former southbound off-ramp
will remain closed. The new
southbound off-ramp will open
at 5 a.m. Tuesday, October 15.
The northbound I-5/Port of
Tacoma Road ramps will not be
impacted.

Visit
cityoffife.org/traffic
for suggested
detour routes
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Transportation Update
In this issue of Community Up Close, you will find factual
information about Initiative 976, a measure voters will see
on this November’s General Election ballot.
The City of Fife is providing background on Initiative 976
so that voters are aware of the impact the ballot measure
has on funding for the transportation system and how
cities use transportation funds. If you have any questions
regarding this information, please call us at 253-922-2489
or e-mail us at communications@cityoffife.org.
WHAT IS INITIATIVE 976?
Initiative 976 is an Initiative to the Legislature that will be
appearing on the November 5, 2019, General Election
ballot. If passed, the Initiative would:
1. Limit annual license fees for vehicles weighing under
10,000 pounds to $30 except for voter-approved charges
in the future;
2. Base vehicle taxes on the Kelley Blue Book value rather
than the manufacturer’s suggested retail price;
3. Repeal $150 fee on electric vehicles;
4. Repeal local Transportation Benefit District (TBD) Vehicle
License Fees; and
5. Repeal authorization for certain regional transit authorities, such as Sound Transit, to impose motor vehicle excise
taxes.
WHAT DO MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAXES – ALSO
KNOWN AS CAR TABS – FUND?
The money from car tabs is used to fund local and regional
road construction projects, public transit, and Transportation Benefit Districts (through specific Vehicle License
Fees). Vehicle excise taxes pay for numerous transit, rail,
and freight projects in the state transportation budget.

WHAT ARE TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICTS?
The Washington State Legislature created Transportation
Benefit Districts (TBDs) as an option for local government
agencies to pay for their transportation improvements.
Since TBDs were created in 1987, more than 100 city and
county agencies throughout Washington, including the
City of Fife, have established TBDs to fund road construction and other transportation projects.
HOW MUCH TBD MONEY DOES THE CITY COLLECT?
For the past few years, the city has collected a $20 Vehicle
License Fee for its TBD from each car tab renewal by Fife
residents. The city has accumulated close to $400,000 in its
TBD fund since 2016.
HOW WILL THE CITY USE THE TBD FUNDS?
The city’s policy is to use TBD funds only for the maintenance and repair of residential streets within the city. If
I-976 passes, the authority for TBDs to impose fees would
be eliminated.
WHERE TO FIND MORE INFORMATION
A guide to TBDs from the nonprofit Municipal Research
and Services Center: bit.ly/30Sqhnw
Information from the Association of Washington Cities
about car tabs and transportation benefit districts:
bit.ly/339lUFX
Initiative 976 information maintained by the Secretary of
State: bit.ly/2AQCzlF
A required fiscal impact statement performed by the Office
of Financial Management: bit.ly/2LVqK43

City Events
Black Light Swim Night

Halloween Carnival

Swim in a pool illuminated with glow sticks and black
lights! Children under 7 must be in pool with adult at
all times.
When: 8 to 10 p.m., October 25
Where: Fife Aquatic Center, 5410 20th St. E., Fife
Cost: $10 per person
Info: 253-922-7665, cityoffife.org/270/Special-Events

Games, prizes and costumes in a fun environment,
hosted by the Fife Police Department.
When: 5 to 7 p.m., October 31
Location: Columbia Junior High School cafeteria, 2901
54th Ave. E., Fife
Cost: Free, with non-perishable food bank donation
Info: cityoffife.org/270/Special-Events

